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Park cleanups precede celebration

By Rick RUGGLES
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

An estimated 150 area resi-
dents Saturday plunged into the
grungy task of cleaning litter
from parks and the sides of
creeks and lakes.

The cleanup, organized by
Keep Omaha Beautiful Inc., led
up to today’s World O! Water fes-
tival at Wehrspann Lake, near
154th Street and Giles Road. The
festival, which will include
games, food and demonstrations,
will be coordinated from the Pa-
pio-Missouri River Natural Re-
source District’s headquarters at
the lake. The event starts at noon
andrunsto4p.m.

The purpose of Saturday’s
cleanup and today’s celebration
is to promote an appreciation for
pure water and litter-free natu-
ral places. Some people evidently
have lacked that appreciation in
the past. Volunteers at Levi
Carter Park on Saturday recalled
a cleanup two years ago.in which
they pulled a car, muffler, safe
and toilet from the lake and park.

But the work to clean Levi
Carter Park has paid off, said
Kay Burrows of Carter Lake.
They found only litter on Satur-
day, she said.

“We've lived all our lives down
here, so this lake’s real important
tous,” said Burrows, who partlc1~
pated with her husband, sister
and niece.

Jeanne Eibes, president of the
Carter Lake Preservation Soci-
ety, said Levi Carter Park and
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Carter Lake resi-

- dents Melinda Du-

~ Bay and Mark
Elbes are just part
of the litter-collec-
tion crew working
at Carter Lake on
Saturday. About
150 people labored
to clean up green
spaces ahead of to-
day’s water festi-
val at Wehrspann
Lake.

RUDYSMITH/THE WORLD-HERALD

Carter Lake are important re-

sources. They are what people

see first when they drive out of
Eppley Airfield. :

Eibes pulled something from
the side of the lake and it dangled
from her hand. “What do you
think that is?” she asked her team
of litter-gatherers.

“Chicken bone,”
Merl Harder.

The 20-member Levi Carter
Park group placed garbage into
atleast25trashbags.

Other such efforts took place
at Fontenelle Park, Standing
Bear Lake, Lake Zorinsky and
BensonPark.

Kendra Sullivan, program di-
rector for Keep Omaha Beauti-
ful, said about 150 people partici-
pated in the cleanup Saturday.
Sullivan's organization provided
bags, gloves and tools.

- The festival today will be over-
seen by Keep Omaha Beautiful

responded

and other organizations that are

dedicated to preserving natural

resources and promoting out-
door recreation. That includes
the National Park Service, the
Nebraska Game and Parks Com-
mission, the Henry Doorly Zoo
and Lauritzen Gardens.

Sullivan said the first 500 at-
tendees today will receive lunch
free. Among the activities will be
canoe rides, kids’ science experi-
ments, animal shows, nature
hikes and programs on water
quality.




