May 1, 2007 Update
May 10 Preservation Society Meeting, Kiwanis Testing Results and Finding Money in Nebraska 
-------------------------------------------------------------------

May 10, Meeting of the Carter Lake Preservation 

---------------------------------------------------------------------

The next Preservation Society meeting will be on Thursday, May 10 at 7:00 PM at the Carter Lake Library. 
Learn about the new things happening at Kiwanis Park and the new trail system coming through Levi Carter Park.  Here is the Agenda:
1. Results from the Kiwanis Park Pond Testing:  
Luca DeAngelis, Professional Engineer and Registered Hydrologist, along with Brad Harris from Layne Western will present the findings from the Kiwanis Park Pond Well Testing.  They will also provide information about the area hydrology.  The Carter Lake Preservation Society and the City of Carter Lake paid for this testing, so come to hear the results!

2. Kiwanis Park:
Larry Foster, Omaha Parks and Recreation Department, will tell us about the Kiwanis Park Restoration and the future construction of the trail system along the east side of the lake also known as “Phase 3 of the River Front Trail System.”  He may even have some information on the Capital Improvement Plans for Levi Carter Park.
3. Finding Money in Nebraska:  
Susan Ogborn and Jeanne Eibes will briefly discuss our strategies for getting the $1 million match from Nebraska for the lake recharge solution.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Planting the Rain Gardens – Saturday, May 19 at 9:00 AM
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Help us plant the two rain gardens in the Lake Shore Park north of the Club Area.  We need about 25 to 30 volunteers.  Mark your calendars and send me an email stating that you will be there to help.  Learn how to make a rain gardens and watch the action on the lake at the same time!  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Third Annual Lake Clean UP – Turning the Corner on Trash Reduction
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

We are thankful for the team of almost 200 volunteers helped at the third annual lake cleans up.  Pictures have been posted to the web site at www.carterlakepreservation.org.  Julie and Larry Curd will be developing the newsletter for the third annual clean up.  They took all the great pictures posted on the web site.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Place Game for Levi Carter Park on Saturday, April 28

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A small but creative group of people met with Omaha by Design for the Place Game workshop for Levi Carter Park on Saturday, April 28. It was a beautiful day and Rollie Cape, the Levi Carter Lake Park Caretaker, let us see inside the Picnic Pavilion and Men’s bath house.  These structures are definitely worth restoring!  Omaha by Design will have the report to us in the next few weeks.  
We owe a big thank you to Teresa Gleason and the facilitators from Omaha by Design for sponsoring this event.  Pastor Bob Parish from the Parkview Church of God was a wonderful host and the facility was excellent for our event.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

$1,000,000 in for Carter Lake Recharge Project

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The State of Iowa has earmarked $1,000,000 for the lake recharge project on the condition that we get the matching funding from the State of Nebraska.  The Carter Lake Preservation Society has accepted the challenge to find the matching funds.  Attached is the 4-26-2007 article by Tom Shaw from the Omaha World Herald about this important legislation.  If you have contacts or ideas on how to meet the challenge, please contact carterlake@hotmail.com.
The completion of the lake recharge solution will ensure that the lake will continue to maintain a desired level for water quality improvement and continued recreation value.  

Please send Paul Shomsor paul.shomshor@legis.state.ia.us and Mike Gronstal michael.gronstal@legis.state.ia.us  an email to thank them for their continued support of our efforts!
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Paint Iowa Beautiful – Face Lift for Buddy’s Marina
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Carter Lake Preservation Society was awarded a grant for the paint to apply a new coat of paint to the boat house at Buddy’s Marina.  This eye sore will have a face lift, thanks to the generosity of Diamond Vogel Paints and a grant from the State of Iowa. More information will be available throughout the summer.  Plan on lending a paint brush to this spruce up project!

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Lake Levels and Rain Fall

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

April showers helped raise the lake a full 12 inches from March 24 to April 29.  The total rain fall was over 7 inches during that time period.  To see historical results concerning the lake levels, check the web site at:  carterlakepreservation.org.
-----------------------------------

Watershed Planning – May 16
----------------------------------

The next Watershed Planning meeting will be on Wednesday, May 16 at 7:00 PM at the Carter Lake Library.  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

We need your Donations to the Preservation Society, NOW!

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The funding for the pump testing has depleted our capital fund account.  Will you help with a capital donation or membership renewal to help replenish our treasury?  Please, please consider making your donations NOW.  Send your check and corporate matching (if your employer matches), to Joan Harder, Treasurer, at 1018 Shoal Drive, Carter Lake, Iowa 51510.  Remember, we are a 501 (c) (3) non profit charity, so your donation is tax deductible.
