
July 8, 2007 UPDATE

Rain Garden Planting, Saturday, July 28 - Poker Run Results - Algae Alert is lifted 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Rain Garden Planting -- Saturday, July 28

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Lake Front Rain Gardens will be the largest in western Iowa.  This project will demonstrate one of the best practices for managing storm water run off.   When the gardens are done and the signage is completed, the project will be a showcase for the lake.

Bring your friends and garden tools to help with the rain garden planting starting at 8:30 AM on Saturday, July 28.  We will have all the plants and the area prepared for planting, so plan to dig in the dirt!  Lunch will be provided to the hungry gardeners.

To find the garden area, come to 9th and Q Avenue in Carter Lake.  Go north long 9th Avenue until you can see the lake between the houses.  Park on 9th Street and follow the sidewalk to the east towards the lake to the garden area.  There is a map on the web site www.carterlakepreservation.org. Click on “2007 Projects” to find more information about the rain garden project.

---------------------------------------------------------------

Contribute NOW to the Rain Garden Project

----------------------------------------------------------------

Do you want your name immortalized as a supporter for the Lake?  All donors contributing over $100 in products or monetary support will be recognized on a plaque placed near the gardens.  Levels of donors will be identified and named for native plants used in the gardens as follows:

Donor Category
Donation Level

Big Blue Stem
  $100 to $199

Showy Tick Trefoil
  $200 to $499

Stiff Goldenrod
  $500 to $999

Prairie Blazing Star
 $1,000 and above

Make your check out to the Carter Lake Preservation Society and send it to Joan Harder at 1018 Shoal Drive, Carter Lake, Iowa   51510.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

First Annual Poker Run on the Lake --- We had so MUCH FUN! 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

On Saturday, June 23, we had over 160 games of poker played by about 80 people.  There was a tie for the first place hand of 4 Aces, so Bob Coon and Doug Dodson drew to win $100.00 for first and $50.00 for second place.  Dennis Rochford placed third ($25.00) with 4 Kings.  All the prize winners generously donated their winnings back to the Preservation Society!  Thank you, WINNERS!

The total raised from the Poker Run was $2,076.  The Sponsors of the event were: Fareway Foods, Omaha Marine Center and Buddy’s Marina.  Steve Wilbur and Les Lundberg and their group of family and friends did an awesome job coordinating the event.  We look forward to making this an annual event.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

June one of the Driest on Record and the impact on the lake

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

LAKE LEVELS:

Since June 1, 2007, the lake has dropped .5 feet.  The Omaha Metro area has had just .62 inches of rain.  The high heat along with windy days causes increased evaporation in addition to the normal seepage.    Unfortunately, even with the Kiwanis Pond Pump running, the lake levels are dropping and will continue until we see more rain fall.

BLUE GREEN ALGAE:

Since June 11, the level of Blue Green Algae has been below the health alert level.  This is a normal occurrence in the summer for Carter Lake for two reasons: storm water is not bringing in the additional phosphates from fertilizer and the lake is staying high enough to reduce some of the sediment stirring caused by boat traffic.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Finding the Million Dollar Match in Nebraska

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The CLPS Board and Advisors will be meeting to help focus on the end goal of finding a Nebraska and fiscal sponsor for the project.  If you have some ideas, let me know.

The project for is to build a well near the Missouri River to draw water to fill the lake during times of drought.  The recharge solution will include both pumping IN and pumping OUT of the lake.  We need to be sure to control the lake level when it is too low or too high. 

---------------------------------------

Painting Buddy’s Marina

---------------------------------------

Steve Davis at Buddy’s Marina needs our help.  We are looking for volunteers to form the Painting Committee to help him get the job done starting this September.  The Carter Lake Preservation Society has received a grant from Paint Iowa Beautiful and Diamond Vogel for 40 gallons of paint.

-----------------------------------------

Watershed Planning Process

------------------------------------------

The CLEAR Watershed Council has been meeting and getting presentations by Olsson and Associates, the engineering firm working with the Technical Advisory Team.  The Watershed Plan will not be done until this fall.  
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

July 12 Lake Preservation Society Meeting is CANCELLED

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

We are having too much fun on the lake, so the July meeting is cancelled.  

--------------------------------------------

What’s happening on the Lake?

---------------------------------------------

Kiwanis Park:  The Park area looks almost done and the parking lot on Locust Street is completed.  The well is filling the pond and water is overflowing into the lake.  There is a lighted water fountain in the center of the pond.  When you walk or bike around the pond, the water spray is very refreshing.

Omaha River Front Trail:  The trail along the lake is under construction.  The trail curves around the trees and dips closer to the lake in some areas. This awesome trail will follow the east shoreline of Carter Lake next to Abbott Drive and then go into Levi Carter Park.  It will turn north just west of the boat ramp and then continue north to connect to the north section of the River Front Trail.  

More Boating and Weekend Picnics are Coming Back to the Lake:  Boating is now safer on the lake and more people are enjoying the open spaces in the parks on both sides of the lake.  Fishing has slowed down.  It must be because the fish are too hot to bite or it’s too hot to even think about fishing
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