
July 21, 2007 UPDATE

Rain Garden Planting – Saturday, July 28 at 8:30 AM – and more!
---------------------------------------------------------------------------
Rain Garden Planting on Saturday, July 28 starting at 8:30 AM
---------------------------------------------------------------------------
The planting will start promptly at 8:30 AM on Saturday, July 28.   Gardeners are encouraged to come to help build the gardens.  Bring small garden tools or gloves if you want to dig in the dirt.  Lunch will be provided to the hungry gardeners.  Please bring a lawn chair for you and a friend, if you can.  
 
To find the garden area, come to 9th and Q Avenue in Carter Lake.  Go north long 9th Avenue until you can see the lake between the houses.  Park on 9th Street and follow the sidewalk to the east towards the lake to the garden area.  

There is a map on the web site  www.carterlakepreservation.org. Click on “2007 Projects” to find more information about the rain garden project.   A grand opening of the park and gardens will be held later in the fall.  If it rains, we will NOT be rescheduling the big group planting.  Small teams will do the planting when the soil dries.

Carter Lake Preservation Society just recently received a $5,000 grant from Iowa West Foundation for the Rain Gardens.  Now with the $1,500 GRANT from Mutual of Omaha, and $1,500 from other donors, we have raised $8,000 for the planting and signage for the Rain Gardens.  These two gardens will be the largest in western Iowa and will showcase the lake preservation activities underway at the lake.  Rain Gardens are a proven best practice for managing storm water run off.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Blue Green Algae – 6 weeks below the health alert level
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
For six weeks, the level of blue green algae has been below the health alert level.  On July 16, the level of was 6.37 ppb (above 20 ppb is considered toxic level).  We are seeing more boating, swimming and fishing now that the health warning has been removed.
Remember to talk to your lawn service or check the bag of fertilizer in the garage to make sure you are not adding to the algae problems. This is something everyone can do NOW to help keep the blue green algae counts down.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Lake Levels and www.Lakelevelalert.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The lake has dropped because of the lack of rain and evaporation due to the heat. The lake level is now 969.5 MSL.  The lake is .8 feet below the optimum full pool level of 970.3 MSL.
CLPS is partnering with a new FREE service to alert you when the lake level rises or drops to levels established by you.  Here’s how it works:  www.Lakelevelalert.com monitors the levels of various lakes around the country, including Carter Lake.  You simply create a free account at lakelevelalert.com and pick the lake level at which you want to be alerted.  As the level of the lake changes, the service sends you an email alert message telling you that Carter Lake has reached that level.  
The level is monitored manually – we eyeball the gauge located on the Coronado Keys seawall and send an update to the service.  Lakelevelalert.com is free and a fun way to keep informed about the level of the lake.  There is also a link from our web site on the www.carterlakepreservation.org. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Finding the Million Dollar Match in Nebraska
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
At the July 11 meeting of the Watershed Technical Advisory Team, they determined that in order to meet our watershed goals for the Lake, the lake level must be maintained. This is good news, because lake level stabilization will now become a part of our watershed management plan.  This means that we can now use the $1,000,000 from the State of Iowa as a match for federal funding from the EPA to fix the water quality.

The CLPS Board met July 14 to set our strategy for approaching the Nebraska Unicameral.  The board plans to meet with Senator Mike Gronstal to get guidance on how to approach the State of Nebraska.  We want to be sure to talk to the right people and the right agencies.  

-----------------------------------------
Board of Directors Information
------------------------------------------
We have two new board members:  Susan Ogborn and Chris Roseland have joined the board.  Here is a list of the current board of directors and officers:

Jeanne Eibes, President; Joel Adamson, Vice President; Heather Bong Laufmann, Secretary; Joan Harder, Treasurer; and Pam Christensen, Susan Ogborn, and Chris Roseland.

  
--------------------------------------------
What’s happening on the Lake?
---------------------------------------------
Kiwanis Park and Levi Carter Park:  The Omaha Parks Department and Keep Omaha Beautiful have responded to our requests to add more trash containers in the parks.  Thank you so much!  The trash barrels will hopefully encourage people to use them.   

Omaha River Front Trail:  The trail along the lake is far enough along so you can now circle the lake using the trail or park roads.  The distance around the lake is 5.3 miles.  The trail brings people closer to the lake, and it is flat so it is a very enjoyable bike ride. Thank you, City of Omaha and Parks and Recreation!  
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Coronado Keys and CSG Systems make substantial Donations

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Coronado Keys Home Owners Association matched the $3,000 donation from the Shoal HOA, THANK YOU, Coronado Keys.
CSG Systems, Inc matched Mike Dailey’s donation, so he doubled his donation with the corporate match!  Thank you, Mike! 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
There will NOT be an August Preservation Society Meeting 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
We are having too much fun on the lake, so the August meeting is also cancelled.  

