February 1, 2007
February 8 Meeting, Dog Rescue, Geese Removal and More!
------------------------------------------------------------------
CLPS Meeting on Thursday, February 8 at 7:00 PM 
--------------------------------------------------------------------

Plan to attend the Preservation Society Meeting on Thursday, February 8 at 7:00 PM at the Carter Lake Library.  

Our guest speaker will be Russ Kramer the Mayor of Carter Lake.  Mayor Kramer will talk about the completed, current and future lake shore projects for the Iowa Shoreline.  He will also discuss the Kiwanis Park Pump Testing Project and efforts to FILL THE LAKE BY 2008.  This will be a presentation you won’t want to miss!
Hope to see you there!

---------------------------------------------

Dogs Rescued from the Freezing Water on Carter Lake

---------------------------------------------

Two Carter Lake dogs learned a hard lesson about chasing geese. On Sunday, January 21, they were seen barking and chasing the geese from the open water hole on Carter Lake.  Both dogs slipped into the freezing water.  Jeanne Eibes started calling the local police and neighbors to help get the whining dog paddlers out of the cold water.  Les Lundberg and Tommy Aldemeyer came to the rescue with Jason Hawkin and his john boat.  Within 30 minutes from the time the dogs fell into the water hole, they were out.  The Carter Lake police and rescue squad, Shawn Kennedy the Carter Lake Animal Control Officer and the Nebraska Humane Society also helped in the rescue.  Thanks to the Channel 3 TV coverage, the rottweiler mixed dogs are now back with their owner.  See the video clip by following this link:  http://kmtv.com/NewsArticle/tabid/898/xmid/8915/Default.aspx
---------------------------------------------------------------

Geese Removal Activities
-----------------------------------------------------------------

Chris Griffin, Wildlife Biologist, from the USDA has been trying to frighten the geese from the lake in the evenings with pyrotechnics (fireworks type devices).  The geese are polluting the lake and they are keeping the water from freezing.  Chris is trying to close the open hole. He will be back on the lake tonight, February 1, making loud noises and flashing lights to frighten them away.  Then, the open water will freeze and the geese will find another place along the Missouri to roost.
---------------------------------------------------------------

Kiwanis Pump Testing 
-----------------------------------------------------------------

The City of Carter Lake has reached an agreement with the city of Omaha to start testing the Kiwanis well.  The well capacity was tested earlier this week.  It appears that the well is not pumping water up to its capacity.  This probably means that work needs to be done on the pump before we can test the drawdown influence.  Mayor Kramer may have more information on the pump testing at the February 8 Preservation Society Meeting.
---------------------------------------------------------------
Omaha Boat, Sports and Travel Show:  February 22-25

-----------------------------------------------------------------

We make lots of new friends when they see us at our booth at the Omaha Boat, Sports and Travel Show.  So plan on attending or helping staff the booth on February 22-25.  Jan Petersen and Les Lundberg are coordinating the set up and staffing.  Contact Jan Petersen @ tpetersen3@cox.net or call her at 712-329-4128 to pick your time slot. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Mark your Calendars and send me an email to volunteer to help with these future events:

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Annual Lake Clean Up:  Saturday, April 14:  
**************************************************

The Planning Committee will be meeting in early February.  Think about what you would like to do to help with the event.  It is hard work, but such great fun!  
“The Place Game” in Levi Carter Park:  Saturday, April 28

***********************************************************

This is a new event that we are sponsoring with Omaha by Design.  This Saturday morning activity will gather people together to help create a vision of how we can make Levi Carter Park a better place to play.  

Rain Garden Installation – May 2007
******************************************

We are working with Shoreline Golf Course and the City of Carter Lake to design two huge rain gardens in Carter Lake Club Park.  We will start the planning process this month and are looking for volunteers.  Pam Christenson is the chair of this committee.  
--------------------------------------------------------

Urban Erosion and Sediment Control Seminar V Planned for Feb. 21

--------------------------------------------------------

Steve Tonn, is inviting you and asking us to tell others about this important seminar  to learn more about storm water management practices on  February 21, 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Holiday Inn Central, 72nd and Grover, Omaha.  The purpose of the seminar is to teach the development and construction community about stormwater management and the reduction of soil and sediment losses from construction sites.  The seminar will feature presentations by the Environmental Protection Agency, Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality, City of Omaha Public Works Department, and Papillion Creek Watershed Partnership. Watershed Council members, watershed residents and any interested persons are invited to attend.  Reservations for the seminar are due by February 12 and can be made by calling 444-4237 or email stonn2@unl.edu.

-----------------------------------

What’s NEW on the Lake?

----------------------------------

Have you seen the new fishing jetty west of the boat ramp in Mabrey Park or walked along the Club Park to see the foundation for the rain gardens?  It is cold, worth the walk or drive to see them.  

--------------------------------------------------------

What’s new at Carterlakepreservation.org

--------------------------------------------------------

New information has been added to the web site, check it out:

WATERSHED PLANNING page has been updated with the Carter Lake TMDL report and the water quality goals for Carter Lake.

The LINKS AND RESOURCES page has a new link THE Minnesota Stormwater Manual . . . This is an excellent Resource for Understanding Stormwater Management Practices 

