December 11 Update

December Meeting Cancelled, Fill the Lake by 2008 and Upcoming Events

December Meeting Cancelled

----------------------------------

The December Carter Lake Preservation Society meeting has been CANCELLED.  Our next meeting will be Thursday, January 11 at 7:00 PM at the Carter Lake Library.

Fill the Lake by 2008  
----------------------------------

On Saturday, December 9 the Carter Lake Preservation Society hosted a Breakfast with elected officials at Jeanne’s house. We had an excellent turn out and great things were discussed about FILLING THE LAKE BY 2008.  The following elected officials attended the breakfast meeting:

Nebraska Representatives:  Lowen Kruse - Nebraska Unicameral and Jim Suttle - Omaha Chamber

Iowa Representatives:  Mike Gronstall - Iowa State Senate, Loren Knauss - Pott County, Russ Kramer, Barb Hawkins, and Steve Wilbur - Carter Lake City Council

As a result of that meeting, the two cities, counties and states are going to work together to see if they can secure funding to support a water level stabilization project.  This project requires the construction of an angled well near the Missouri River bank.  This well will draw quality water from beneath the river into a series of pumps and pipes to the Lake.  The proposal includes using some of the pipes currently in place for pulling water OFF the lake.  The preliminary estimate for the project is $2 million.
Mike Gronstall from the Iowa Senate promised to work with the State of Iowa budgeting process to help secure funding from Iowa to contribute $1 million or 50% of the cost of this project.  Thank you, Mike!  You are our HERO for stepping up to the plate and supporting this very important project.  

We now have the challenge to get the additional 50% matched from the Nebraska side of the lake.  In addition to securing the $2 million from the states, counties or cities, we need to have a cooperative agreement or some type on ongoing “authority” established to ensure the maintenance and management of the lake stabilization project continues into the future.
Details about this important meeting can be found on the Carter Lake Preservation Web Site on the “Monthly Meetings” page at: http://www.carterlakepreservation.org/id34.html
Volunteer to help in the Booth at the Upcoming Trade Shows
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

We need volunteers to staff the BOOTH at the following trade shows:

River City Hunting and Fishing Expo:  January 19-21

***********************************************************

Omaha Boat, Sports and Travel Show:  February 22-25

***************************************************************
Volunteering to work in the booth is easy, and you get to talk to people about what we are doing to help save the lake.  We will also have a sign up sheet to find more volunteers for the annual Lake Clean Up.  You can sign up for 3 hour blocks of time to staff the booth.  Send an email to Carterlake@hotmail.com and tell me what day(s) you can help.

Committees are now forming for these future events, volunteer NOW

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Annual Lake Clean Up:  Saturday, April 14:  

**************************************************

We will start having planning meetings in February, so think about what you would like to do to help with the event.  It is great fun and it is getting bigger and better each year.  
Place Game in Levi Carter Park:  Saturday, April 28

***********************************************************

This is a new event that we are sponsoring with Omaha by Design.  This Saturday morning activity will gather people together to help create a vision of how we can make Levi Carter Park a better place to play.  

Rain Garden installation – May 2006

******************************************

We are working with Shoreline Golf Course and the city of Carter Lake to design two huge rain gardens in Carter Lake Club Park.  We are also looking for volunteers to help with this planning.  We will have a planning meeting in January with the group.  Pam Christenson is the chairman of this committee.
Watershed Council Meeting

------------------------------------

The first meeting of the Watershed Council meeting was held November 28.  If you want more information about the work of the council, check out CarterLakePreservation.org.  There is a page called “Watershed Planning.”  Stakeholders on the Watershed Council are:  Merle Harder, Barb Hawkins, Mike Dailey, Bill Van Trump, Julie McKillip, Steve Wilbur, Peter Parkert, Pam Parkert, Stephanie Kelley, Doug Wallingford, Doug Dodson, Pam Christensen, Les Lundberg, Hani Haider, Tracy Suess, and Dan Chipps.  Talk to these council members to get more information about the watershed planning process.
Board of Directors and Advisors Meeting

-----------------------------------------------------

The advisors and board members met on December 5.  Kevin Burr has resigned as Secretary because of his work schedule.  He will continue on as an advisor.  We have expanded the board of directors to seven members.  Heather Laufmann was appointed to Secretary of the Board.  Joel Adamson has volunteered to be on the board, he will be appointed to the board at the next Board meeting.  We are still looking for one additional board member.  Let me know if you want to join.  The following people on the advisory board: 

Coronado Keys:  Chris Roseland and Ed Champion 
Shoreline Estates:  Travis Freeman 
Shoal Drive: Hillary Parker 
Shoal Point:  Doug Dodson 
Waters Edge:  Heather Bullard 
Club Area:  Pam Christenson 
Carter Lake at Large:  Vic Skinner 
Omaha and Creighton Crew Team:  Dan Chipps 
Pottawattamie County:  Kevin Seevers 
City of Carter Lake: Steve Wilbur 
Corporate Matching and Year End Tax Deductible Donations

---------------------------------------------

Union Pacific, First Data Resources and CSG Systems are three of the employers who are matching donations to the Carter Lake Preservation Society.  Thanks to those of you who work at these community mined organizations and for applying for the gift matching.  Now is the time to make your tax deductible contribution.  Send your donation to Joan Harder, Treasurer, 1018 Shoal Drive, Carter Lake, IA 51510.  

