April 22, 2007 Update
2007 Clean Up a Success, April 28 Place Game, and $1 million for Lake Recharge Project
------------------------------------------------------------------

Third Annual Lake Clean UP a Huge Success
--------------------------------------------------------------------

THANK YOU ALL!  Nearly 200 volunteers helped comb the lake shore and collect trash for the third annual lake clean up.  This was the first year that all the teams were able to cover their assigned areas for trash pick up by NOON.  The entire shoreline in Nebraska and the Levi Carter Park was walked. We had not been able to accomplish this in the past because of the overwhelming amount of residual trash. Previously, all three 40 foot trash containers were filled to the top.  This year, each container was less than half full.  
The “recovery of the rare and rusted” included interesting finds such as: a huge construction machine tire; an antique office desk complete with drawers; other parts and pieces of old furniture; less than a dozen car tires, 4 deer carcasses and an interesting animal skull, an assortment of pilings, timbers and ties; furniture pads and various articles of clothing, a bowling ball, a $20.00 and $1.00 bill, an exhaust manifold and a collection of oil filters.

The exciting thing about this year’s clean up is that we feel that visitors to the lake are aware of our efforts by responding positively to the message to ‘Save the Lake’.  The amount of trash and litter was down considerably this year.  It was a very rewarding day for all of us because we saw the difference.  It was a great day for all the helped and we left with a feeling of accomplishment for a job well done.  

Pictures and an article about “fluffy trash” have been posted to the web site at www.carterlakepreservation.org 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Place Game for Levi Carter Park on Saturday, April 28

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Our next sponsored event is this coming weekend.  The Carter Lake Preservation Society is teaming up with Omaha by Design to host a Place Game workshop for Levi Carter Park on Saturday, April 28. The event will begin at 10 a.m. at the Parkway Church of God, 1212 East Browne Street.  The church is located right north of the Boat Ramp in Levi Carter Park on Levi Carter Boulevard.  
The Saturday morning activity will gather people together to help create a vision of how we can make Levi Carter Park a better place to play. During the workshop, trained Omaha by Design facilitators will lead small groups through Levi Carter Park, asking them to take note of what they see, hear and feel. The groups will then convene for a brainstorming session to identify opportunities for improving the area.  Lunch will be provided by the Carter Lake Preservation Society.


To help us get a head count, please make reservations by contacting Teresa Gleason at 402.342.3458 or teresa@omahabydesign.org.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Iowa House File 911 allocates $1,000,000 in for Carter Lake Recharge Project

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Iowa State Representative, Paul Shomshor, and State Senator, Mike Gronstal, are living up to their promise to the Carter Lake Preservation Society to help restore and maintain the lake level of Carter Lake.  House File 911 contains a specific funding allocation through the Department of Natural Resources for Carter Lake.  The bill reads as follows:  

“For the construction and installation of an angled well, pumps, and piping to connect the existing infrastructure from the new well to a lake located in a county with a population between 87,500 and 88,000 for $1,000.000.  Moneys appropriated in this lettered paragraph are contingent upon receipt of matching funds from a state taxing authority surrounding such lake.”
This bill is on its way through the legislative approval processes.  When it is passed, we will be looking for friends of the lake from the Nebraska shore for the $1,000,000 match to make this project a reality.  The completion of the lake recharge solution will ensure that the lake will continue to maintain a desired level for water quality improvement and continued recreation value.  

Please send Paul Shomsor paul.shomshor@legis.state.ia.us and Mike Gronstal michael.gronstal@legis.state.ia.us  an email to thank them for their continued support of our efforts!

---------------------------------------------------------

May 10, Next Preservation Society Meeting

----------------------------------------------------------

The next Preservation Society meeting will be on Thursday, May 10 at 7:00 PM at the Carter Lake Library.  

-----------------------------------

Watershed Planning – May 16
----------------------------------

The next Watershed Planning meeting will be on Wednesday, May 16 at 7:00 PM at the Carter Lake Library.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

We need your Donations to the Preservation Society, NOW!

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The funding for the pump testing has depleted our capital fund account.  Will you help with a capital donation or membership renewal to help replenish our treasury?  Please, please consider making your donations NOW.  Send your check and corporate matching (if your employer matches), to Joan Harder, Treasurer, at 1018 Shoal Drive, Carter Lake, Iowa 51510.  Remember, we are a 501 (c) (3) non profit charity, so your donation is tax deductible.
