April 6, 2007 Update
Planning for Lake Clean Up on April 14, the Kiwanis Park Pump and Lake Levels 

------------------------------------------------------------------

CLPS Meeting on Thursday, April 12 at 7:00 PM 
--------------------------------------------------------------------

Please come to the Preservation Society Meeting on Thursday, April 12 at 7:00 PM at the Carter Lake Library.  We will spend most of this meeting planning for our Third Annual Lake Clean Up THIS COMING Saturday, April 14 from 8:00 AM until Noon at Mabrey Park in Carter Lake.  Come to meet the captains and sign up for a leadership role.  We will be explaining the detailed logistics for this year’s clean up. Check our web site for directions to Mabrey Park and more information about the clean up at http://www.carterlakepreservation.org/id12.html
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Kiwanis Park Pump Testing to be funded by Carter Lake Preservation Society

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Preservation Society Board of Directors met in a special session on Wednesday, April 4.  As a result of this meeting, the Directors unanimously approved funding $14,563 for the Kiwanis Park Pond Pump Testing.  The City of Carter Lake provided over $10,000 in support for this project costing $26,563.  
The initial testing shows that the well can provide over 1,000 gallons of water per minute.  Today, the well water is going directly into the lake through a temporary pipe along the west side of the pond to the lake.  This testing is important because we want to determine if a well placed within 1,000 feet from the lake will have any influence on the lake resulting in a draw down of the lake level.  
The well water quality has been tested by the Nebraska DEQ and it meets their standards.  Although the well water does contain iron, the iron content will not negatively impact the water quality standards set by both states.

This project fits with our goal to "fill the lake by 2008." The cities of Omaha and Carter Lake have signed an interlocal agreement that will outline how these two cities will work together to share the costs of maintaining the pump and paying for the electricity to run the pump.  Although the first priority of the well is to keep the Kiwanis pond full, we are hoping that the City of Omaha will continue to work on measures to repair the pond so it will not continue to lose water.  We are hoping that by running 1.000 gallons per minute into the lake all year long will bring us closer to our goal to “fill the lake by 2008”. 
------------------------------------------------------

How Much Water Does the Lake Need?

------------------------------------------------------
It will take about 8.7 million gallons to add one inch of water to the 323 acre lake.  At a rate of 1,000 gallons per minute, it will take 6.1 days for the pump to add one inch of water.  The lake is down approximately 2.5 feet.  Without the influence of evaporation, seepage loss or additional rain, it will take about 26 weeks to add 30 inches of water.  We hope the two cities will continue to work together to keep this pump running at this capacity so we can continue to fill the lake.

-----------------------------

Spring Lake Levels

------------------------------
After all the snow and ice melted, we were disappointed because the lake had dropped from 967.4 MSL (Mean Sea Level) in early January to 967 MSL.  Thankfully, the March rain fall of over 3.4 inches resulted in a 6 inch raise in the lake to 967.5 MSL.  We will be watching the lake gauge this next week to see if the Kiwanis Pump will drive the lake level up without rainfall.  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

We need your Donations to the Preservation Society, NOW!

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The funding for the pump testing has depleted our capital fund account.  Will you help with a capital donation or membership renewal to help replenish our treasury?  Please, please consider making your donations NOW.  Attached is the donor form.  Send your check and corporate matching (if your employer matches), to Joan Harder, Treasurer, at 1018 Shoal Drive, Carter Lake, Iowa 51510.  Remember, we are a 501 (c) (3) non profit charity, so your donation is tax deductible.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Help Make Carter Park Better Place to Play:  Saturday, April 28

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Carter Lake Preservation Society is teaming up with Omaha by Design to host a Place Game workshop for Levi Carter Park on Saturday, April 28. The event will begin at 10 a.m. at the Parkway Church of God, 1212 East Browne Street.  The church is located right north of the Boat Ramp in Levi Carter Park on Levi Carter Boulevard.  The Saturday morning activity will gather people together to help create a vision of how we can make Levi Carter Park a better place to play

During the workshop, trained Omaha by Design facilitators will lead small groups through Levi Carter Park, asking them to take note of what they see, hear and feel. The groups will then convene for a brainstorming session to identify opportunities for improving the area.  Lunch will be provided by the Carter Lake Preservation Society.

-------------------------------------------------------------------

Lake Ecology 101 Meeting for Watershed Residents

------------------------------------------------------------------

Monday, April 9, 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

at the Douglas/Sarpy Counties Extension Office

8015 West Center Road in Omaha

Mr. Tadd Barrow, University of Nebraska–Lincoln Extension Educator, Lake Water Quality, will discuss the life cycle of a lake, how a lake functions, factors that impact the health and life of a lake and answer your questions.  The meeting is free so plan on coming to about the life cycle of the lake.


--------------------------------------------
Volunteers for Lake Use Survey 

--------------------------------------------
The Watershed Planning team is asking for volunteers to capture lake use information though a survey instrument.  This survey is needed to base line the current lake activity each season.  We are looking for people willing to donate less than 20 hours 4 times each year to gather the data. Email carterlake@hotmail.com if you want to do this.
-----------------------------------

Watershed Planning
----------------------------------

The next Watershed Planning meeting will be on Wednesday, May 16 at 7:00 PM at the Carter Lake Library.  

