
September 3, 2007 Carter Lake Preservation Society UPDATE

It has been over a month since the last email update.  We hope you all have enjoyed your summer. Please read the entire newsletter as it is quite lengthy.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Fall Lake Clean UP on Saturday, September 15, 2007  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Keep Omaha Beautiful is asking the Preservation Society to support their drive to “take out the trash” in conjunction with the World O! Water Festival. 

HELP US CLEAN THE LAKE ONE MORE TIME THIS FALL.  Please come to Kiwanis Park at 9:00 AM on Saturday, September 15.  We will provide the bags and gloves.  This “mini clean up” should not take more than a couple of hours of your time, so please come to help!
The clean up areas will focus on picking up the trash in fishing and picnic spots around the lake in Levi Carter Park and the Kiwanis Park and Pond.  
-------------------------------------------------------------------

World O! Water Festival – Sunday, September 16 

-------------------------------------------------------------------

Keep Omaha Beautiful and the Papillion Creek Watershed Partnership will be sponsoring the second World O! Water Festival.  The event is Sunday, September 16 from Noon to 4:00 p.m. at the Papio-Missouri River NRD’s Natural Resources Center at Wehrspann Lake, at 154th Street and Giles Road in Omaha. 

This is fun and educational event for the entire family. Games, prizes, free food (while it lasts), kids science experiments, entertainment, and information relating to water and water quality will be offered. And, best of all, the event is free.

The Carter Lake Preservation Society will have a table at World O! to help raise awareness and attention to the needs of our lake.  We need one or two volunteers to help staff the booth.  Let me know if you want to help on September 16.
-------------------------------

Rain Garden Update

-------------------------------

We have a good news/bad news story about the rain garden project. So, please read on. . . . .  

The good news is that over 40 volunteers came to help plan the rain gardens on Saturday, July 28.

The bad news is that the rain garden area is not working as designed.  The gardens are not draining because the soil around and beneath them is not the sandy soil we expected.  The soil has a higher amount of clay and is compacted.  The Carter Lake Parks and Recreation along with the Carter Lake Maintenance Departments have tried to help.  The gardens have been pumped out multiple times and holes have been drilled and filled with rock to help the drainage problem.  But, alas these efforts have not been rewarded.  Unfortunately, almost all of the plants have died.

The additional good news is that the gardens are acting like a retention cell and holding the storm water so it can slowly drain through the bottom of the gardens.  We still want to fill the basins with plants.  Therefore, we will continue to assess the drainage problem throughout the fall and winter.  The plan will be to find a solution to the drainage, which may mean some modification to the design of the gardens.  

As a result, we plan to replant the gardens in the spring of 2008.  We are hoping we can continue to use the grant funding for more plants.  This will limit the amount of grant funding we originally allocated to the signage and educational materials.  

-----------------------------------------------------------

Lake Level Stabilization Project 

-----------------------------------------------------------

The two cities of Omaha and Carter Lake met with Bill VanTrump from the Carter Lake Preservation Society and Brad Harris from Layne Western to look at riverfront property and locations for drilling test wells.  The plan is to determine if there is quality water near the river and then develop a request for proposal to actually build the stabilization solution.  

The CLPS board is also setting up a meeting with Iowa State Senator, Mike Gronstal, for guidance on how to approach the State of Nebraska for the $1 million match. We want to be sure to talk to the right people and the right agencies on the Nebraska side of the lake. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Watershed Planning Progress – Update at the Thursday, October 11 CLPS Meeting

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Charles Ikenberry, PE, CFM, from Olsson Associates will be our guest speaker at the October CLPS meeting on Thursday, October 11 at 7:00 PM at the Carter Lake Library.  He will show us some of the creative things they are recommending to help us meet the water quality goals set by the CLEAR Watershed Council.  
Please mark your calendars now for the October 11 Preservation Society meeting.  We want you, as an advocate for the lake to understand the watershed plan and how it will help fix the lake.  The plan and future community meetings will be held later this year.  This meeting will help you understand some of the proposals in advance.
 
------------------------------------------------------------

Painting Buddy’s Marina Boat House

------------------------------------------------------------

Steve Davis from Buddy’s Marina will be meeting with Diamond Vogel to discuss the paint selection and process to transform the boat house.  Steve plans on spray painting a base coat of rust inhibitor in September.  We will then be able to see if an additional coat of paint and graphics would improve the looks of the boat house.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Blue Green Algae – below the health alert level
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

For the past four weeks, the level of blue green algae has been below 1 ppb (above 20 ppb is considered toxic level).  Because the lake is not under a health alert, more people are coming to the lake to play.  Labor Day weekend brought many boaters and others to the lake to enjoy the end of the summer recreation activities.  
-------------------------------

Lake Levels 
-------------------------------

The rain is helping the lake keep up with the evaporation rates.  The level of the lake is now 969.4 MSL.  This is .9 feet below the optimum full pool level of 970.3 MSL.
--------------------------------------------

What’s happening on the Lake?
---------------------------------------------

· The City of Carter Lake has added “No Wake” buoys around the boat ramp and the beach area at Wave Crest Park to protect swimmers and fishermen on the Iowa side of the lake.  These additional reminders are helping make the lake a safer place to play.

· The Lake Front Park in Carter Lake continues to develop. The sprinklers have been installed and we are waiting for good weather so the area can be hydro seeded.  When the grass starts to grow, we will see the brown dirt along the lake frontage transform into a lovely park area with the new trees and other bushes.  The City of Carter Lake is also replacing the side walks in the “Club Area” so the area is more accessible.
· The wind storms on August 20 caused many of the tall cottonwoods in Levi Carter Park to lose branches.  Some of the tall Eagle roosting trees were uprooted.  Because many of the Omaha Parks were victim to this storm, the tree removal and clean up will take some time.  

· The work on the bike path around the lake continues.  Signs along the path are being installed and the landscaping continues.  The path is a great place to run or bike around the lake.  Have you tried it yet?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Preservation Society Logo Clothing is Now Available

----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Sharp Stitches in Council Bluffs is providing a service for you to purchase apparel with the Carter Lake Preservation Society logo.  The owners of Sharp Stitches live on The Lake and with every purchase from their web site, they will donate a portion of the proceeds to our organization.  Buy your hat, shirt or jacket with the CLPS Logo embroidered on it from their web site at:   http://www.companycasuals.com/clps.  There is also a link from our web site.  It takes about 3-5 weeks to get your item, so plan ahead and buy some fun stuff to wear and support the Carter Lake Preservation Society at the same time! 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
NO September Preservation Society Meeting 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Instead of meeting in September, we are asking that you plan to join us for the September 15, Fall Lake Clean Up at Kiwanis Park starting at 9:00 AM.  Show your support for improving the lake.  We need your help to get the summer boating, picnicking and fishing trash out of the lake.
