April 26, 2008 Update:

Clean Up Results, Watershed Planning, Rain Garden Planting, and More 

202 Volunteers pulled almost 100 cubic yards of trash from the Lake
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
202 people came to Mabrey Park to help with the Fourth Annual Carter Lake Clean Up on Saturday, April 17.  This community project added 606 volunteer hours to the “Power of One” service project sponsored by the Earth Day Omaha Coalition.
Groups of people and students came from the Carter Lake Elementary School, Creighton Women’s Crew Team, Green Monkey team from the Omaha Jesuit Middle School, Starbucks Coffee, Greco’s Boxing Club from Council Bluffs, the Carter Lake Optimists Club, multiple Home Owner Associations from the City of Carter Lake, Barb Hawkin’s Birthday Bash Team, and of course many members of the Carter Lake Preservation Society.
Some of the “trash treasures” contributing to the nearly 100 cubic yards of trash were:  a baby pool, boots, socks and various pieces of clothing, a saw blade, birthday balloons, a Hispanic Christmas Ornament, a couch, an old chair, a mattress and box springs set, a television set, car tires, a large fishing net, many baby diapers, and a police citation.  The Nebraska Humane Society was called to remove a dead dog and dead deer carcass found near the water.
All four television stations gave us some coverage of the clean up.  KMTV Action News 3, KPTM Fox 42, and KETV Channel 7 had video coverage of the event.  The Omaha World-Herald included our clean up in the article about Earth Day Omaha.  An excerpt from the WH article about the Clean Up is attached below.
The Preservation Society thanks all the dedicated supporters who came to help remove the trash and make the lake a cleaner and nicer place to play.  
Watershed Technical Advisory Team meeting on April 22

---------------------------------------------------------------------------
The Technical Advisory Team (TAT) is working hard to finalize the watershed plan for the lake.   This plan will be presented to the Cities of Carter Lake and Omaha for final approval and sponsorship.  The TAT is working with the various funding entities that will be working together to coordinate and share the $10 million needed to fund the engineering, information and education as well as construction of the recommended alternatives.  

Most of the grant funding for the physical construction of the plan alternatives will not become available for at least a year or two.  In the meantime, near term funding will be sought to pay for an education and information coordinator.  This position will keep the public informed about the plan as well as educate the watershed residents on things we can do immediately to reduce the pollutants running into the lake.
The members of the CLEAR council will continue to meet periodically to monitor and review the progress of the plan implementation.
Rain Garden Prep and Planting

-----------------------------------------
We need to prepare the gardens on the weekend of May 3 – 4.  We need your help and garden tools.  We want to weed and do some fine grading on the sides of the gardens.  Please plan on helping.  It should be easy and fun.  Send me an email to get on the volunteer list NOW!

The West Rain Garden will be planted on Saturday, May 17.  Come out to learn and watch how it is done!  We will also have extra plants for sale so you can create a rain garden in your back yard! 
Lake Recharge Project

------------------------------

In mid-March, the Carter Lake Preservation Society funded a test well near the Missouri River Barge Canal at a cost of $10,000.  The purpose of this test well was to assess the water quality and quantity at that location as a source of recharge to the lake.  

After reviewing the preliminary results, the Nebraska DEQ requested a second set of water samples to definitively measure phosphorous levels in the groundwater.  Two generous donors helped fund this second test in mid-April.  While still finalizing their report, the Nebraska DEQ has indicated that the water will meet quality standards for the lake recharge system.  

The next step is to secure the funding from Iowa and Nebraska to complete engineering and develop the well site.  

Creighton Crew Team sponsors two regattas on the Lake

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

The lake was an exciting place to be on Sunday, April 13 and Saturday, April 26, 2008 as Creighton University hosted two regattas on Carter Lake, home to the Creighton Women’s Rowing Team. 
Sunday, April 13 sixteen colleges came to Carter Lake to participate in the Upper Midwest Collegiate Sprints.  The Creighton rowing team captured the crown and took home the victory with 131 total points, far out-distancing St. Thomas (69) and Drake (62).
On Saturday, April 26, Creighton’s women’s rowing team picked up an impressive victory in the varsity eight Saturday morning at the Midwest Intercollegiate Rowing Championships. The win came with strong opponents SMU and Tulsa in the field and goes down as one of the greatest wins under head coach Dan Chipps, as it marked the first time in program history CU had topped SMU.

For more information about the regattas, go to the following link:
http://www.gocreighton.com/SportSelect.dbml?DB_OEM_ID=1000&SPID=11070&SPSID=91889

Airport Construction

--------------------------

Over the winter Eppley Airfield has been building an addition to the parking garage near Abbott Drive.  Eppley Engineering Services has reported that this construction did not require them to dewater using a well near the construction site.  
As part of our ongoing dialog with Eppley Airfield, we have been informed about a construction project starting in early May.  The project involves building a new cement apron north of the North Terminal.  This construction will require digging a trench for the storm drain beneath the new apron.  While the storm drain is being placed, temporary wells will be used to dewater.  These dewatering wells will be placed between 1,000 and 1,500 feet from the lake.
As you may recall, the pump testing at Kiwanis Pond last year estimated that a well located more than 1,350 feet from the lake will have less than 15% of water being obtained from induced filtration from the lake.  We expect this project to have minimal impact on the lake levels.
Lake Level is 1.8 feet down
-------------------------------------

The lake level remains at 968.5 MSL.  It is 1.8 feet below the desired lake level of 970.3 MSL.  We have had over 6 inches of rain in 2008 (according to WOWT), but the lake has risen less than 6 inches.  We will be monitoring the lake level and posting it to our web site over the summer.  PRAY FOR RAIN and the construction of the recharge solution!

---------- Beginning of Story ----------
 
Thousands do part to clean up at Earth Day festival
BY RICK RUGGLES
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER
 
“There was reason for hope for a cleaner Carter Lake. A well-organized assault on trash took place Saturday morning at the lake. More than 200 people cleared litter during the fourth major Carter Lake cleanup since 2005.
 
Organizations involved included the Carter Lake Optimists, the Creighton University women's rowers, elementary and middle school students, Starbucks employees and members of Greco's Boxing Club, which works out at the Council Bluffs YMCA.
 
Gina Greco, coach of the boxing club, said she talked about the lake cleanup effort with her 10-member team several days ago. Early Saturday morning, 14-year-old club member Yovani Perez of Council Bluffs reminded his teammates.
 
"This is the star, right here," Greco said of Perez. "He called everybody this morning at about 7 o'clock." 
 
The Carter Lake Preservation Society organized the Carter Lake cleanup. Jeanne Eibes, president of the organization, said participants collected several hundred bags of trash. They found a couch, mattress and box springs, a television set and a dead deer, Eibes said.
 
The lake has become much cleaner over the past three years, said Leslie Sanders, past president of the Carter Lake Optimist Club. "Before, you couldn't take two steps without getting 10, 20 beer cans under your feet," Sanders said.”
 ---------- End of Story ----------

