Water Quality Management Plan and the Encore Presentation on April 10
Water Quality Management Plan Presentation
-------------------------------------------------------------

Thank you all for coming to the meeting!  Approximately 250 people attended the public open house on March 11.   The purpose of this open house was to learn about the future plans for the lake and provide written and verbal feedback. There were 14 informational stations manned by CLEAR Council and Technical Team members.   These stations explained the proposed lake remedies and solutions to improve the water quality of the lake.  
This was a huge success and an affirmation of the Watershed Planning Process.  It was exciting to see and hear so many positive comments about how the specific remedies will help meet and exceed the EPA water quality standards. Comments and feedback are still welcomed.  
If you missed the open house or want more information, you can go to our web site at:

http://www.carterlakepreservation.org/id42.html.  You can post comments from the web page directly to the CLEAR Council and Technical Team for input into the final plan.  So, go to the web site and enter your comments!
We had great news coverage because the event was covered by three television stations.  In addition, KFAB news radio did an interview that was broadcast.  There were before and after news articles were published in the Omaha World Herald and the Council Bluffs NonPareil on March 12.  (See copies of the 3/112/2008 articles below.)
April 10 Preservation Society Meeting at the Library

-------------------------------------------------------------------

We will have an encore presentation of the watershed plan information presented on Thursday, April 10 at 7:00 PM at the Carter Lake Library.  
Other agenda topics at the Carter Lake Preservation Society meeting will be an update on the Lake Recharge Plans as well as information about the April 19th Fourth Annual Lake Clean Up.

Layne Western will have the completed the test well, and we hope to have the results back by the April 10th meeting. 

What’s New on the Lake?
----------------------------------

Spring is here and the ice is gone!  

The Creighton Crew Team has started practicing on the lake in the dark hours of the morning.
The lake level has dropped to 968.1 MSL.  Over the winter we lost 1.2 feet due to evaporation and seepage.  We are now 2.2 feet below the desired lake level of 970.3 MSL.

Most of the geese have moved on. We are now seeing a nice variety of mergansers, golden eyes, scaups, and the resident mallards.

We are still waiting for the purple martins to return to their nesting houses.

------------------------------------------------------

Omaha World Herald – March 12, 2008 

Public called key part of Carter Lake plan
BY NANCY GAARDER AND KEVIN COLE
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITERS
 
The success of the $10 million plan to rehabilitate Carter Lake will rest to a significant extent on the willingness of everyday people to change their habits.  Think of things like picking up pet waste more often, altering the use of fertilizers in the 2,200 acre watershed and slower boating in some areas of the lake.
 
"The problems start in everybody's backyards," said Paul Brakehage, an employee with the Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality. "If we want to be successful in meeting our goals, the public will have to get involved."
 
Officials presented an updated plan to improve the lake during an open house Tuesday night at Shoreline Golf Course.
 
"Based on what I heard here tonight, a lot of people were just very happy that something has been initiated," Brakehage said.  Swimming in the lake can be unhealthy because of blue green algae and occasionally high bacteria levels. Phosphorus from fertilizer feeds algae, and pet waste contributes to high bacteria levels. The algae can also pose a threat to pets.
 
To reduce some of that phosphorous, the plan proposes to designate about 100 acres of the 350-acre lake as a no-wake zone. The specific area of the lake that would be restricted hasn't been designated.  The goal, Brakehage said, is to reduce the amount of sediment that is stirred up by boat motors, because phosphorous attaches to the silt particles. The murkier water also makes the lake less hospitable to desirable fish species, Brakehage said.
 
The big ticket items in the rehabilitation plan are dredging, shoreline stabilization, treating the lake with alum and restocking the fish species, Brakehage said. Alum helps reduce phosphorous.  Dredging will be targeted at those areas where storm sewers dump into the lake. By removing sediment from those areas, the dredging also will pick up urban pollutants.
 
This should help alleviate some of the PCB contamination in the lake, Brakehage said. Officials have advised that people limit the consumption of fish from the lake because PCBs are present in fish flesh.  The lake will not be drained during dredging, which makes the work more expensive, he said. Additionally, there are plans to pump water from the Missouri River aquifer into the lake.
 
Jeanne Eibes, president of the Carter Lake Preservation Society, estimated that more than 250 people looked over the plan during the 90-minute meeting at the golf course clubhouse.  "There were a lot of very positive comments tonight," Eibes said.
 
Brakehage said the water quality plan will be finalized by early May before being presented to city officials in both Carter Lake and Omaha.  The plan must be accepted by the cities before funding can be sought.  "The ball will be in their court," Brakehage said.
 
Council Bluffs Daily NonPareil – March 13, 2008
Lake cleanup may be funded by grants 

Heather Alexander, Staff Writer

CARTER LAKE - Carter Lake residents packed the Shoreline Golf Course Clubhouse Tuesday night for a third meeting on the restoration of Carter Lake.   The Carter Lake Environmental Assessment and Rehabilitation Council is the founding organization that wants to improve Carter Lake's water quality and water levels.
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"The CLEAR Water Council was formed from citizens who said they need to save Carter Lake," said Peter Parkert, CLEAR Council member. Parkert presented an outline of plans to improve the lake, before citizens were able to go around to various stations set up on different aspects of fixing the lake. 

The first public meeting was held on Oct. 5, 2006, and the second was 19 days later on Oct. 24. Attendance for this meeting passed both meetings with more than 100 people attending. 

Carter Lake Mayor Russ Kramer was in attendance and believes if the community works together, they can improve the lake. "The CLEAR Council has done a bang-up job. All of these folks have worked together. We had 300 folks here cleaning up the lake a year ago," said Kramer. 

The main problem with the 325-acre lake is, it isn't meeting the standards set by the states of Iowa and Nebraska because of the excessive phosphorus levels that lead to blue-green algae. Council members developed the watershed management plan out of their desire for action to be taken on Carter Lake and provide an estimate of the associated costs. Therefore, grant money from the different funding agencies would be applied at no expense to the individuals living in the community. 

When the lake was cleaned a year ago, Kramer said workers found all sorts of different items. "We pulled pieces of railroad track out and old boats," he said. The average depth of the lake is 8 feet.  "The ideal would be to walk in the lake and clearly see your toes," said Kramer. 

During the restoration, the lake would be closed for periods of time, and fish like fingerlings and breeding adults would be stocked into the lake to establish the appropriate balanced fishery. Eventually, largemouth bass, bluegill and channel catfish would be added. 

The CLEAR Council's vision statement is, "Carter Lake will be the crown jewel of the metropolitan area by being a stable, healthy ecosystem that provides for multi-use recreational activities and economic opportunities." They hope to live by that some day. 

For more information, contact the Carter Lake Preservation Society at (712) 347-6455 or go to www.carterlakepreservation.org.
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