March 1, 2008 Update
Learn about plans to “Heal the Lake” and the Lake Recharge on March 11!

Water Quality Management Plan Presentation
-------------------------------------------------------------

We have now reached an important milestone in our efforts to restore Carter Lake.   The CLEAR Water Council is ready to unveil the Watershed Plan Alternatives at a Public Meeting on the proposed Water Quality Management Plan.  Come and learn about the plan to HEAL THE LAKE!
The meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 11, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. at the Shoreline Golf Course Clubhouse located at 210 East Locust Street in Carter Lake, Iowa.  Doors open at 6:30 p.m with a presentation to begin at 7:00 p.m.
This is a VERY IMPORTANT meeting, so please come to support all we have been trying to accomplish since the Carter Lake Preservation Society began.   We look forward to seeing you on March 11!  
Lake Recharge Plans and Progress

-----------------------------------------------
One of the alternatives and recommendations from the Watershed Plan is to maintain the lake at full pool (elevation of 969.8 to 970.8 MSL).  The Carter Lake Preservation Society has been working with the City of Omaha to drill a test well near the Missouri River Barge Canal.  The plan will be to connect the new well to the unused barge canal piping to draw water from the area just south of Missouri River.

CLPS is contracting with Layne Western to do the work to have the water quality and quantity tested.  We hope to have the test completed this month.  If this test is successful and it meets the quality and quantity parameters, CLPS will work with the City of Omaha to get the engineering developed and the project estimated.

We will have more information for you at the Tuesday, March 11, 2008 Public Meeting, so come and learn about this partnership with the City of Omaha Public Works Department.  
It’s time to scoop up all your Pet Poo
-------------------------------------------------
Now that the snow is melting, you can see all the pet droppings left during the cold and snowy winter.  Pet waste is the biggest contributor of E coli bacteria in the Lake.  So, get out there and SCOOP UP THE POO before it runs off into the storm water and into the Lake!

How to dispose of the pet waste:

1. Flush it down the toilet so it can be treated in the sewage treatment process.

2.  Bury it in your yard, far from the lake in a hole or trench that is at least 5 inches deep.  Do not add it to your compost pile.  
3.  Put it in the trash by double bagging the waste in small, grocery bags and including it in your weekly trash pick up. 
2008 Lake Clean Up

----------------------------

The date for the 2008 Lake Clean Up is Earth Day on Saturday, April 19.  The Omaha Earth Day Committee is planning to promote community service that Saturday along with their annual festival.  We want our Lake Clean Up event to surpass all the other community service projects on that day, so mark your calendars for Saturday, April 19.  

We need volunteers to help with the planning of this great community event.  Our first planning meeting is March 6, so please contact me.
