January 6, 2008 Update

Iowa earmarks $500,000 for the Lake, Volunteers needed for the Fishing Expo, and more
State of Iowa earmarks another $500,000 for Carter Lake
“Lawmakers approved $500,000 in specified state funding — an earmark — to clean up Carter Lake, moving the project ahead of 131 other Iowa lakes on a restoration priority list . . ” according to a December 27 article in the Omaha World Herald. More money from Iowa shows their support for the lake restoration through the Watershed Planning Process.  

Here is a link to the World Herald article:
http://www.omaha.com/index.php?u_page=2798&u_sid=10218161
This brings the total funding promised by Iowa to $1.5 million. WOW!   We want to thank Mike McGhee from Iowa DNR, for helping to support the future for the Lake with this additional special funding.  As in the past, the Iowa funding requires that Nebraska participate with like funding for the lake restoration projects.  
River City Hunting and Fishing Expo

The Carter Lake Preservation Society will be sponsoring a booth at the Hunting and Fishing Expo scheduled for Friday, January 18th through January 20.  We are looking for volunteers to staff the booth to talk about the wonderful things we are doing to help restore the lake.  If you are interested in staffing the booth for a few hours during the expo, please send me an email or call me.  The benefit to volunteering for the booth is that you get free admission.  It is a really nice event and fun to attend.
Watershed Planning Process Continues

The Traditional Boaters met with the Technical Advisory Team on December 19 to learn more about the speed restriction recommendations in the Watershed Plan.  This group of concerned boaters will continue to work with the CLEAR Council and Sponsors with the hopes of gaining a compromise so the planning process can continue to move forward.

The next CLEAR Council meeting will be January 23 at 7:00 PM at the Carter Lake Library.  We are hoping the draft of the watershed plan will ready for community input and sponsor review before the spring grant fund application cycle.

Rain Garden Rebuild

The Rain Gardens will be rebuilt in 2008.  The Preservation Society sent out a request for proposal to 25 landscape designers and nurseries for professional design assistance.  The returned proposals are being evaluated and grant funding applications are being drafted.  We want to re-plant the West Rain Garden as soon as the weather allows us to do so in the spring of 2008.

Kiwanis Park pond pump is still pumping away 
The Kiwanis Park Pond Pump is still pumping water into the frozen lake, keeping the pond with  open water.  We thank the Cities of Omaha and Carter Lake for funding the cost to run the pump.  We are hoping that the Lake will maintain at the pre-freeze level of 969.6 (1 foot below desired level.)
What’s happening on the Lake?

*   Three white swans were sited on the lake in December.  One swan has a red tracking tag around its neck.  It may still be hanging around Mabrey Park.  

*   There have been at least three eagles soaring over the lake and checking out the scenery from the tall cottonwoods.

*   Cross country skiers traveled along the lake shore before Christmas, some of their tracks are still showing this week.
